


Welcome to Columbia University’s 18th
annual Africa Economic Forum (AEF), 
The AEF is a collaboration between
Columbia Business School (CBS) and
Columbia’s School of International and
Public Affairs (SIPA), reflecting the
multi-lateral approach required to
discuss the big ideas that will take our
continent forward. This moment is
historic because we are hosting this
conference for the first time ever at our
brand new Manhattanville Campus. We
are excited to use this innovative space
to discuss our theme this year, which is,
“Africa Today & Tomorrow: Accelerating
the Growth of an Economic and Cultural
Powerhouse.” 
Africa is in constant forward motion and
we, as young, progressive, and
ambitious individuals, can play a role
from our different corners of the world
to take the continent further. Therefore,
we believe in “accelerating” current
progress, because whilst much has been
achieved, there is still so much more to
do. 

Over the course of this weekend, you
will hear from keynote speakers such as
Ralph Mupita, Group President and CEO
of the MTN, Edward Effah, Founder and
Chairman of Fidelity Bank and Jeffrey
Sachs, world-renowned Economics
Professor at Columbia University as well
as distinguished panelists.

In addition to three keynote
speakers, the program is made up of
nine panels, two fireside chats, one
alumni roundtable and more. This
would not be possible without
support from our Platinum Sponsors
so we thank Fidelity Bank and The
Heritage and Cultural Society of
Africa (HACSA) for their generous
support. 
The AEF has always sought to
provide a space for meaningful
dialogue, and by focusing on Africa’s
cultural contributions in addition

to the economic landscape, we open
the conversation to emergent ways
of creating value in this era. We
hope you enjoy this conference and
leave with a renewed optimism and
practical toolkit to “Accelerate the
Growth of an Economic and Cultural
Powerhouse.”

Warm regards,



AGENDA
FRI APR 22 SAT APR 23

8:00 AM - 9:15 AM :     ARRIVALS & REGISTRATION 
                                        Kravis Hall Lobby

 

9:30 AM - 9:45 AM :     CONFERENCE CHAIR WELCOME
                                        Kravis 820

9:45 AM - 10:00 AM :     WELCOME ADDRESS - Dean Maglaras,
Dean of Columbia Business School   Kravis 820
                                        

10:00 AM - 10:45 AM :     KEYNOTE ADDRESS - Ralph Mupita, 
President & CEO, MTN Group   Kravis 820

11:00 AM - 11:30 AM :     KEYNOTE ADDRESS - Prof. Jeffrey Sachs, 
Economist & Global Leader in Sustainable Development    Kravis 820

12:00 PM - 13:00 PM :    LUNCH BREAK
                                           Kravis Café

                                        13:30 PM - 14:30 PM :    PANEL - HEALTHCARE
                                           Kravis 670

                                        13:30 PM - 14:30 PM :    PANEL – PRIVATE EQUITY
                                          Kravis 690

                                        

14:45 PM - 15:30 PM :    ALUMNI ROUNTABLE
                                         Geffen 590

                                        

15:30 PM - 16:15 PM :    CULTURAL GALLERY/NETWORKING SESSION
                                         Geffen 570

                                        

16:30 PM - 17:30 PM :    FIRESIDE CHAT - Bismarck Rewane & Akunna Cook
                                           Geffen 590

10:00 AM - 10:45 AM :    KEYNOTE ADDRESS - Edward Effah, Chairman, 
Unilever Ghana/ Founder & Chairman, Fidelty Bank Ghana   Kravis 840

 

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM :    PANEL - VENTURE CAPITAL & TECHNOLOGY
                                           Geffen 640

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM :    PANEL - BEAUTY & ART
                                           Geffen 520

                                        12:00 PM - 13:00 PM :    PANEL - EDUCATION & YOUTH EMPOWERMENT
                                           Geffen 570

12:00 PM - 13:00 PM :   PANEL - FINTECH
                                         Geffen 540

13:00 PM - 14:00 PM :   LUNCH BREAK
                                          Kravis café  

                                        
14:00 PM - 15:00 PM :   NETWORKING
                                          Kravis Student Lounge 4th FL

                                        

15:00 PM - 16:00 PM :    FIRESIDE CHAT with Oscar Onyema - CEO,
Nigerian Exchange Group & Julian Opuni - Managing Director,
Fidelity Bank Ghana          Kravis 820                                         

16:00 PM - 17:00 PM :    PANEL - MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT
                                           Kravis 870
                                        

16:00 PM - 17:00 PM :    PANEL – FASHION
                                           Kravis 890 
                                        

8:30 AM - 9:45 AM :    BREAKFAST
                                         Kravis Cafe 

9:45 AM - 10:00 AM :   WELCOME ADDRESS - EUGENIA MCGILL, Co-Director
of the Economic and Political Development Concentration, SIPA  Kravis 870
 

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM :       PANEL - CUTTING-EDGE CAREERS
                                          Kravis 440

                                        

17:00 PM - 17:15 PM  :    CLOSING REMARKS
                                           Kravis 820 
                                        

21:00 PM - 2:00 AM :    CLOSING PARTY 
                                         SNS Bar, 63 Gansevoort St

                                        

11:30 AM - 11:40 AM :     STUDENT MESSAGE
                                          Kravis 820



I am an African
I owe my being to the hills and the valleys, the

mountains and the glades, the rivers, the
deserts, the trees, the flowers, the seas and the
ever-changing seasons that define the face of

our native land.
My body has frozen in our frosts and in our

latter-day snows. It has thawed in the warmth
of our sunshine and melted in the heat of the
midday sun. The crack and the rumble of the

summer thunders, lashed by startling
lightening, have been a cause both of

trembling and of hope.
A human presence among all these, a feature
on the face of our native land thus defined, I

know that none dare challenge me when I say -
I am an African!

My mind and my knowledge of myself is
formed by the victories that are the jewels in

our African crown, the victories we earned from
Isandlwana to Khartoum, as Ethiopians and as

the Ashanti of Ghana, as the Berbers of the
desert.

I have seen what happens when one person has
superiority of force over another, when the

stronger appropriate to themselves the
prerogative even to annul the injunction that

God created all men and women in His image.
All this I know and know to be true because I

am an African!
We are assembled here today to mark their

victory in acquiring and exercising their right to
formulate their own definition of what it means

to be African.
But it seems to have happened that we looked
at ourselves and said the time had come that

we make a super-human effort to be other than
human, to respond to the call to create for

ourselves a glorious future, to remind ourselves
of the Latin saying: Gloria est consequenda -

Glory must be sought after!
 

Launched in 2004, the Africa Economic
Forum is the largest Africa-focused event
at Columbia University and over the years
has been an occasion for top business
executives, cultural trailblazers, thought
leaders and politicians to discuss key
topics affecting the continent. Previous
speakers include Mahamudu Bawumia
(Vice President of Ghana), Nunu Ntshingila
(CEO of Facebook Africa), Arnold Ekpe
(Former CEO of Ecobank), Yvonne Orji
(Actress) and Dambisa Moyo (Author &
Economist). 
The conference returns to a physical
format this year following virtual
attendances due to the Covid pandemic.
The theme of this year’s conference
touches on the economic and cultural
dimensions that will shape the future of
the continent. Over the past few years, we
have seen growing Venture Capital into
the continent’s booming technology sector
and also witnessed the explosion of our
music in far flung places as borne by the
rise of mega stars emerging from the
continent. These are just a few of the ways
we’ve seen Africa grow into what we
believe is an economic and cultural
powerhouse. 
We hope to delve deeper into these areas
and more through our panel discussions,
where we can have more robust
discussions with panel members who have
excelled in various sectors. The panels we
have set out for this year include Fintech,
Fashion, Venture Capital &
Entrepreneurship, Beauty, Fashion & Art,
Youth Empowerment and much more

POEM
Today it feels good to be an African.

Whatever the setbacks of the moment,
nothing can stop us now!

Whatever the difficulties, Africa shall be at
peace!

However improbable it may sound to the
sceptics, Africa will prosper!

Whoever we may be, whatever our
immediate interest, however much we carry
baggage from our past, however much we

have been caught by the fashion of cynicism
and loss of faith in the capacity of the people,
let us err today and say - nothing can stop us

now!
 
 

Shortened version of I am an African by, His
Excellency, Thabo Mbeki, Former President

of the Republic of South Africa 



KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

RALPH
MUPITA

Edward Effah established the
Fidelity group of financial services
companies in October 1998 after a
successful career as a senior finance
executive. Fidelity Bank was
launched in October 2006 and has
grown to become the largest
privately-owned Ghanaian bank with
total assets in excess of 12 Billion
Cedis (US$2 billion), over 2 million
customers, and 75 branches in every
region of the country.

EDWARD
EFFAH 

Edward served as the Chief Executive
Officer of Fidelity Bank from its
inception in 2006 to 2016 and he is
currently the Board Chairman of Fidelity
Bank. Under Edward’s leadership,
Fidelity has been able to establish itself
as a leader in its markets in Ghana in
terms of reputation, profitability and
assets under management, and Fidelity
Bank has won more than 100 awards for
customer service, its technology, and
excellence. Edward has extensive
experience in business strategy
formulation, calculated risk-taking,
strategy execution, team building,
mentoring, business innovation,

finance, technology strategy, capital
raising, investor relations, managing
boards, and effective communication
with key stakeholders. Edward
brought to Fidelity over fifteen years
of experience in senior executive
positions in finance and treasury
management. Previous positions held
prior to establishing Fidelity include:
Country Director of Global Emerging
Markets (GEM) Ghana Limited (1995-
1998), Chief Finance Officer of Inter-
Afrique Group (1995 – 1997), Risk
Manager (1990 – 1995) of Rudolf Wolff,
the City of London based derivatives
and foreign exchange trader and an
auditor and management consultant
with Coopers and Lybrand, London
(1987 – 1990).

In November 2014, Edward won the
Chartered Institute of Marketing
Ghana (CIMG) Marketing Man of the
Year Award. In May 2019, Edward won
the awards of CEO of the Decade, CEO
of the Year, and was also inducted
into the Hall of Fame by the CEO
Network for his immense contribution
towards the banking industry in
Ghana. In October 2020, Edward again
won the ultimate award of CEO of the
Decade at the Ghana Business Awards
for his outstanding leadership over
the decade.

Edward is currently the Board
Chairman of Unilever Ghana Limited
and he is also a board member of
Fidelity Securities Limited, Fidelity
Asia Bank Limited, and Africa Capital
LLC.

Ralph Mupita is the President and
CEO of MTN Group, a position he has
held since the 1st September 2020,
having recently served as the MTN
Group’s Chief Financial Officer since
April 2017. Prior to joining MTN,
Ralph served as the Chief Executive
Officer for Old Mutual Emerging
Markets, providing financial service
solutions to individuals and
corporates across 19 countries in
Africa, Latin America, and Asia. 

Under his leadership, the Insurance
Group’s Emerging Market business
serviced over 19 million customers
and had R1 trillion of assets under
management.
 
(continued on next page)



Ralph is a seasoned business leader
with experience in engineering,
construction, financial services, and
telecommunications. Since joining
MTN, Ralph has played a pivotal role in
the strengthening the Group’s
financial position, strategy pivot, and
successful listing on the Nigerian and
Ghanaian Stock Exchanges. 

Ralph serves as a Non-Executive
Director on several MTN subsidiary
Boards, is serves as an executive Board
member of the 

International Chamber of Commerce
(ICC) and a member of the Harvard
Business School Africa Advisory Board.
Ralph is a Commissioner on the United
Nations Broadband Commission for
Sustainable Development, and a
Champion of the World Economic
Forum EDISON Alliance. 

Ralph holds an MBA and BSc
Engineering Hons degree from
University of Cape Town and is an
alumnus of the Harvard Business
School General Management
Programme.
 
Ralph is passionate about the African
continent and the role that mobile
operators can play in driving
sustainable digital and financial
inclusion through fit-for-purpose
solutions.

JEFFREY
SACHS 

He is widely recognized for bold and
effective strategies to address complex
challenges including the escape from
extreme poverty, the global battle against
human-induced climate change,
international debt and financial crises,
national economic reforms, and the
control of pandemic and epidemic
diseases.
 
Sachs serves as the Director of the Center
for Sustainable Development at Columbia
University, where he holds the rank of
University Professor, the university’s
highest academic rank. Sachs held the
position of Director of the Earth Institute
at Columbia University from 2002 to 2016.
He is President of the UN Sustainable
Development Solutions Network, Chair of
the Lancet COVID-19 Commission, Co-
Chair of the UN Council of Engineers for
the Energy Transition, Commissioner of
the UN Broadband Commission for
Development, Tan Sri Jeffrey Cheah
Honorary Distinguished Professor of
Sustainable Development at Sunway
University, academician of the Pontifical
Academy of Social Sciences at the Vatican, 

and an SDG Advocate for UN Secretary
General António Guterres. From 2001-18,
Sachs served as Special Advisor to UN
Secretaries-General Kofi Annan (2001-7),
Ban Ki-moon (2008-16), and António
Guterres (2017-18). 
 
Sachs has authored and edited numerous
books, including three New York Times
bestsellers: The End of Poverty (2005),
Common Wealth: Economics for a
Crowded Planet (2008), and The Price of
Civilization (2011). Other books include To
Move the World: JFK’s Quest for Peace
(2013), The Age of Sustainable
Development (2015), Building the New
American Economy: Smart, Fair &
Sustainable (2017), A New Foreign Policy:
Beyond American Exceptionalism (2018),
and most recently, The Ages of
Globalization: Geography, Technology, and
Institutions (2020). 
 
Sachs was the co-recipient of the 2015
Blue Planet Prize, the leading global prize
for environmental leadership. He was
twice named among Time magazine’s 100
most influential world leaders. Sachs has
received 38 honorary doctorates. In 2021,
Sachs received the TÜBA Academy Prize
from the Turkish Academy of Sciences, the
Legion of Honor by decree of the
President of the Republic of France, and
the Order of the Cross from Estonia, and
honorary doctorates from Amrita
University, Kerala, India, Macau University
of Science and Technology, and the
University of Siena, Italy.
 
Prior to joining Columbia, Sachs spent
over twenty years as a professor at
Harvard University, most recently as the
Galen L. Stone Professor of International
Trade. A native of Detroit, Michigan, Sachs
received his B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. degrees
at Harvard.



AKUNNA
COOK 

Professor Akunna Cook serves as Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State for African
Affairs in the Biden-Harris
Administration. In this role, Ms. Cook
oversees the development of U.S. foreign
policy for Southern Africa, as well as
economic and regional issues including
trade, investment, climate, health,
multilateral engagement, democracy,
and human rights. Previously, Ms. Cook
was the founder and principal at Drake
Road Strategies where she advised
individuals and organizations on public
policy strategy and advocacy. She was
also the inaugural executive director of
the Black Economic Alliance, a non-
partisan organization focused on driving
economic progress in the black
community through policy development,
advocacy, and supporting candidates for
office. Ms. Cook practiced law at a large
international law firm, where she advised
former Attorney General Eric Holder on
political and legal strategy related to
redistricting around the country.

Professor Claudine Moore is a global
award-winning public relations and
communications leader and C. Moore
Media International Public Relations
(CMM) CEO. She is also an Adjunct
Professor at New York University,
teaching global Public Relations,
Corporate Social Responsibility, and
Global engagement.
Before launching her agency,
Claudine has held leadership
positions in global agencies and has
led the communications for Fortune
100 companies, heritage brands, and
philanthropic organizations. For over
a decade, Claudine has specialized in
African markets and has led the
communications for some of Africa’s
most well-known business leaders
and brands. She now works with
some of Africa’s leading and most
well-funded tech startups.

FRIDAY:
FIRESIDE CHAT

CLAUDINE
MOORE

Bismarck J. Rewane is the Managing
Director/Chief Executive Officer of
Financial Derivatives Company
Limited in Lagos, Nigeria, a Macro-
economic Research and Financial
Advisory Firm. He has more than
forty years experience as an
Economist, Banker & Financial
Analyst. He is a Chartered member
of the Institute of Bankers of
England and Wales and a Fellow of
The Nigerian Institute of Bankers.Mr.
Rewane has served in the past and
still sits on the Board of Directors of
some multinational & Nigerian
companies including Guinness
Nigeria Plc (Subsidiary of Diageo –
the largest spirit company in the
world), Navgas (A subsidiary of Vitol
- the largest oil trading company in
the world), Top Feeds Nigeria
Limited & Delta Packaging Nigeria
Limited (Subsidiaries of Seaboard
Allied Company of Kansas City
Missouri), Parthian Partners and
Africa Infra Plus Fund. He is the
chairman of FCMB Asset
Management Limited, and a non-
executive Director of FCMB Capital
Limited both subsidiaries of the First
City Monument Bank Group.

BISMARCK J.
REWANE  



JULIAN 
OPUNI 

Julian Opuni is the Managing Director of
Fidelity Bank and serves as an executive
member of the Board. He joined the bank
as the Head of Commercial Banking at
the inception of the unit. After
incubating and building the new
business line, he led the growth and
consolidation of the wider Commercial &
SME Banking segments and ultimately
the entire Retail Banking Directorate.
Julian has over 25 years of experience in
the financial services sector both locally
and internationally. He has extensive
experience in business development,
credit analysis, and sales management
and has also participated in various
youth entrepreneurship & business
mentoring projects.

Professor Modupe Akinola is an
Associate Professor of Management
at Columbia Business School. Prior to
pursuing a career in academia,
Professor Akinola worked in
professional services at Bain &
Company and Merrill Lynch. Professor
Akinola examines how organizational
environments- characterized by
deadlines, multi-tasking, and other
attributes such as having low status-
can engender stress, and how this
stress can have spill-over effects on
performance. She uses a multi-
method approach that includes
behavioral observation, implicit and
reaction time measures, and
physiological responses (specifically
hormonal and cardiovascular
responses) to examine how cognitive
outcomes are affected by stress. In
addition, Professor Akinola examines
workforce diversity. Specifically, she
examines the strategies organizations
employ to increase the diversity of
their talent pool. She also explores
biases that affect the recruitment
and retention of minorities in
organizations.

SATURDAY:
FIRESIDE CHAT

MODUPE
AKINOLA

Mr. Oscar N. Onyema, OON, is the
Group Managing Director and Chief
Executive Officer of Nigerian
Exchange Group Plc. (formerly
known as the Nigerian Stock
Exchange), an institution that
services the largest economy in
Africa and champions the
development of Africa’s financial
markets. His effort as an agent of
change in restoring and growing
investors’ confidence is assisting in
advancing Nigeria’s capital markets
towards a path of sustainable
growth and development. 
Prior to this, Mr. Onyema was the
CEO of the Nigerian Stock Exchange,
where he launched a
‘Transformation Agenda’ that
revamped the NSE into a globally
competitive exchange. As CEO, he
implemented several innovations
centered on technology, product
development and market
infrastructure in Nigeria and across
Africa, whilst driving stronger
regulation and operational
efficiencies market wide, in an effort
to develop a more robust and
transparent global African capital
market.

OSCAR N.
ONYEMA  









PLATINUM SPONSORS:  

HACSA FIDELITY BANK



 SPONSORS:  



 THANK YOU

“Thank you to all conference delegates, keynote
speakers, panel members, moderators and our
generous sponsors for your participation. We hope you
enjoy your time at our conference, Columbia
Business School, and New York City in general. 
Follow us on social media for updates throughout the
weekend @Columbia_AEF on Instagram and
@AEFColumbia on Twitter. We look forward to having
you join us at next year’s Africa Economic Forum! “

Purchase items from 
Cee Cee’s Closet, New York
by using unique Columbia
code CBS15 to get 15% OFF 

– special lasts until May 8th, 2022. 
 


